» Holiday Dinner, December
5, 6:00 PM @ the Annex

« Ladies are invited to the
Callens for brunch on
November 22 at 9 AM to
finish their project. Food
will be provided.

Prayer List

Pray for all those with ongoing health
ailments.

e Renee Cumberland (cancer)

e Ora Barrett

e Connie Montgomery

e Emily Linton

¢ Dave & BJ Cradic

L]

L]

Communion
Preparation

2025 preparation list is in foyer

Birthday / Anniversary

Laila McKenzie - 5th

Cindy Littrell - 14th

Marilyn Potts - 15th

John Tidwell - 24th

Ryan Joiner - 26th

Margie Wooldridge - 30th
John & Beverly Isaacs - 25th

Men to Serve
Announcements - Dwight Callens

Scripture Reading - Matthew 24:42 -
51

Lead Singing - Chuck Rowell

Head of Lord’s Table - Larry
Montgomery

Assist on Lord’s Table - James
Johnson

Scripture Reading - Matthew 27:21 -
29

Closing Prayer - Corey Murphy

[ have fought the good fight
[ have finished the course
[ have kept the faith
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WELCOME

We are a body of believers whose soul
intention is to glorify and serve the
Lord Jesus Christ, who is the head of
His church. Our desire is to reflect
that of our God--that all be saved.
Anyone who is willing to humble
himself before the mighty hand of
God can be saved.

SUNDAY
WEDNESDAY
Bible Study //
9:30 am Bible Study //
Worship Service // 7:00 pm
10:30 am

NORTHSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST
4217 Highway 39 N // Meridian, MS 39301

PHONE: (601)483-2726 WEB: www.nscocmeridian.com

Join us via live stream for our worship service!
Like our Facebook page!



SERMON NOTES

The Blessedness of Giving
By Jeremy Paschall

“Remember the words of the Lord Jesus,
that He Himself said,
‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.”
(Acts 20.35)
Because it makes us more like our Heavenly
Father. “Every good thing given and every
perfect gift is from above, coming down
from the Father of lights, with whom there
is no variation or shifting shadow. In the
exercise of His will He gave us birth by the
word of truth, so that we would be a kind of
first fruits among His creatures.” (James
1.17-18; see also John 3.16-17)
Because it makes us more like Jesus Christ,
who “did not come to be served, but to
serve, and to give His life a ransom for
many.” (Matthew 20.28; see also Isaiah 53)
Because it makes us more like the Holy
Spirit, who guided the apostles “into all the
truth” (John 16.13), “so that we may know
the things freely given to us by God” (1
Corinthians 2.12-13), who “also helps our
weakness; for we do not know how to pray
as we should, but the Spirit Himself
intercedes for us with groanings too deep
for words” (Romans 8.26).
Because it helps us to be less self-centered.
“Do not merely look out for your own
personal interests, but also for the interests
of others. Have this attitude in yourselves
which was also in Christ Jesus” (Philippians
2.4-5), because love “does not seek its own”
(1 Corinthians 13.5).
“It is more blessed to give than to receive.”
Is that blessedness, our sense of how much
we are blessed, and our desire to be a
blessing, reflected in our weekly monetary
contributions? Our conversations of
concern for others? Our acts of kindness
toward the needy, sick, and hurting? Our
desire and willingness to share the saving
gospel of Christ with the lost? In all, give
and be blessed.

The Real Evidence of our
Sincerity
By Warren E. Berkley
What is your first impression of these
stories? A young man explains that he
places great importance on his health and
that he wants to have clear, strong lungs.
He is a habitual smoker. A lady speaks

strongly about her commitment to her
husband, while she is involved with another
man. A member of the local church says
that he would love to know more of the
Word of God, but he spends several hours a
day watching the television.

What do these stories have in common?
They share this common point: sometimes
what we claim verbally, we deny in our
behavior. We may say what we think people
expect to hear from us, but without
sincerity of heart. It could be we are trying
to convince others (and ourselves) that we
are better than we really are. The words
that we speak seem to send just the right
message, but in our daily behavior we
betray what we have claimed.

Some who came to John’s baptism claimed
a relationship with Abraham. Indeed, there
may have been a genealogical connection,
but apparently no evidence of kinship with
Abraham was apparent in their lives
(Matthew 3:9). They claimed something
that was not evident in the way they lived.
The Lord made the same point to the
scribes and Pharisees in one of His last
public discourses. He stated that they give
the people commandments to observe but
do observe the same commandments
(Matthew 23:1-3).

James made the point well when he wrote,
“Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I
have works: shew me thy faith without thy
works, and I will shew thee my faith by my
works.” Additionally, John said, “If we say
that we have fellowship with him, and walk
in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth:
But if we walk in the light, as he is in the
light, we have fellowship one with another,
and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son
cleanseth us from all sin. If we say that we
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the
truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he
is faithful and just to forgive us our sins,
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
If we say that we have not sinned, we make
him a liar, and his word is not in us” (1
John 1:6-10). The New Testament amply
addresses the issue of sincerity.

The real evidence of our sincerity lies in
behavior, not claims; in practice, not
profession; in heart, not just in speech.
“They profess that they know God; but in
works they deny him, being abominable,
and disobedient, and unto every good work
reprobate” (Titus 1:16).



